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Introduction to Dutch

Holland (The Netherlands) is a small country in Europe but it is a high-tech giant
like Japan. In addition, the leading sectors of the country have many characteristics
in common with Hokkaido, e.g. agriculture, (winter) sport and tourism. In the
Japanese history, the Dutch were the only “Westeners’ who had contact with the
Japanese throughout the Edo period. Japanese intellectuals learned Dutch to get in
touch with the advanced Western science and technology. Influence from Rangaku
(Dutch studies) can be still seen in borrowings like bi-ru (bier) or ko-hi (koffie) from
Dutch.

The talk is to be held by a lecturer who lived eight years in Holland.
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